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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Motion 

HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [3.28 pm]: I move — 
That the following address be presented to His Excellency — 

To His Excellency Malcolm McCusker, Companion of the Order of Australia, Commander of 
the Royal Victorian Order, Queen’s Counsel, Governor in and over the state of Western 
Australia and its dependencies in the commonwealth of Australia. 
May it please Your Excellency: We, the Members of the Legislative Council of the Parliament 
of Western Australia in Parliament assembled, beg to express our loyalty to our most gracious 
sovereign and thank Your Excellency for the speech you have been pleased to deliver to 
Parliament. 

I join the Governor on behalf of the members of this chamber to acknowledge the contributions made by former 
members of Parliament who have, sadly, passed away. I would also like to acknowledge members of this 
chamber who have left as a result of the recent election. I note the contributions made by Hon Wendy Duncan 
from the Mining and Pastoral Region and Hon Mia Davies from the Agricultural Region, who have both taken 
seats in the other place, and welcome in their places Hon Martin Aldridge and Hon Dave Grills. I hope that their 
time here as members is as rewarding and interesting as it has been for those who have gone before them. 
There are a number of members from all parties who will leave us on 21 May. I wish them all well in their future 
endeavours and thank them for their dedication and the contributions they have made to Western Australia as 
members of this place. The list is extensive and time does not permit me to name all members individually 
today; however, I want to single out one person from this side of the chamber for a special mention—that of 
course is Hon Norman Moore, or affectionately Uncle Norman to those of us who have known him long enough 
to be that cheeky! I first met Norman as a 17-year-old in Young Liberals. Our association continued over the 
years in the lay party until I came to this place in May 2009 and we finally became colleagues. I served my first 
term under the leadership of Hon Norman Moore. The lessons he has taught the class of 2008 over the four 
years, and all the others before us, helped shape us into the members we are today.   

Our former leader will no doubt make his valedictory contribution in the coming weeks, when I am sure it will 
be standing room only in the gallery, but I particularly want to pay tribute to him today in the presence of such 
an esteemed gallery to ensure that the public record reflects the admiration that all members from all political 
persuasions have for the dedication that Hon Norman Moore has shown to our state and recognises the enormous 
contribution that he has made for the people of Western Australia over the past 36 years. Norman, this place has 
been made infinitely richer because of your contribution and good guidance, and it will be a much poorer place 
with your absence come 22 May. I am sure everyone here joins me today in wishing you and Lee much 
happiness and success for the next stage in life’s journey. 
Members: Hear, hear! 

Hon LIZ BEHJAT: It is now a most opportune time to congratulate Hon Sue Ellery and Hon Kate Doust on 
their re-election as Leader and Deputy Leader of the Opposition; and no, you are not meant to be over here! I 
look forward to working with you both in the coming term. I also, with your indulgence, Mr President, wish to 
pay tribute to our current Chairman of Committees and Deputy President, Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm, who, 
through unfortunate electoral circumstances, will not be continuing as a member of this place after 21 May. 
Those of us who have been fortunate enough to work with Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm know him to be a man of 
great character and conviction. He has always been a great source of advice and guidance in matters relating to 
the committee system of this chamber. He is another member whose valuable contribution will be greatly 
missed.  

Members: Hear, hear! 

Hon LIZ BEHJAT: Our chamber will soon move into a new term and, indeed, a new era with the election of 
my very good friend and North Metropolitan Region colleague Hon Peter Collier as Leader of the Government, 
together with Hon Helen Morton as the Deputy Leader. I am looking forward immensely to working with this 
new leadership team and I wish Peter and Helen every success. I know theirs will be a dynamic and inclusive 
partnership and I personally look forward to serving under them during this coming term. The former leadership 
team of Hon Norman Moore and Hon Simon O’Brien made a great contribution to the smooth running of this 
house and they will no doubt be a hard act to follow.  

Now to other matters. When delivering the 2008 Address-in-Reply to this place, Hon Helen Morton said — 
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I look forward to an exciting four years under the new Liberal-National alliance and the changes that we 
will see … in … 2009. I believe the people of Western Australia have quite deliberately chosen this 
construct of Parliament to bring about a government measured by consultation, collaboration and 
consideration of all sections of the community. 

What an exciting four years it was! I congratulate the Liberal–National government under the leadership of Colin 
Barnett for delivering a number of highly successful projects, some of which were outlined in the Governor’s 
address today. They are projects that will benefit the whole of the state whilst at the same time keeping the 
welfare of all Western Australians foremost in our acts and our deeds. It is no doubt that the challenges of a 
minority government were great, but on 9 March this year the people of Western Australia rewarded the 
government for the effort it put in during its first term with a resounding victory, which saw the Liberal–National 
alliance gain between 57 and 58 per cent of the two-party preferred vote; the highest vote for any political party 
since 1917. The people of Western Australia deliberately and incisively chose this path because they are 
confident that under the stewardship of Colin Barnett we are in safe and secure hands, and they know that what 
is good for Western Australia is also good for the whole of Australia. During the first term the government made 
decisions and got things done. At the forefront of everything that was done was the passion we have for securing 
Western Australia’s future; a future that, as the Governor said, will have to deal with the demands of growth, 
with a population that is increasing by more than 1 000 a week. For its second term our government has 
announced a broad agenda of significant changes to government departments and we will undertake new 
infrastructure projects. We are determined to ensure that this great state of ours continues to grow and lead the 
way for the other states, particularly in the areas of education and health. I am confident that our government has 
got what it takes. Our Premier, together with the new-look ministry, will deliver on the commitments made 
during the recent election campaign.  

Today Western Australia is experiencing a period of growth and development not seen since the 1960s, when the 
commonwealth government lifted the embargo on iron ore exports that had been in place since 1938. This 
second resources boom saw the state develop at an enormous rate. The growth and range of commodities we 
produce has increased steadily since that time, bringing with it the infrastructure that we are now building and 
expanding on in this current period of economic growth. Remember, we are 10 per cent of the population of 
Australia producing 40 per cent of the wealth of the nation, but are we getting the recognition and support we 
deserve from the Federation? Members who have listened to my speeches—I know that all members over the 
past four years have hung off every word I have said—know that I am a true federalist. I have used every 
opportunity  

I have been given to bring to the attention of this house any moves by the centralist Canberra government to 
diminish the sovereignty of our state via the introduction of uniform laws in its bid to deliver a seamless national 
economy. It is a program that has promised much but has delivered very little of benefit to Western Australia. At 
its heart, federalism is about competition and difference. It is not cooperative federalism that works but 
competitive federalism. We know that it can sometimes be frustrating when there are different regulatory 
regimes in different jurisdictions, but I think it is healthy that states have differences from each other and that we 
do not adopt a one-size-fits-all regime as the norm. The one-size-fits-all attitude when it comes to national 
legislative schemes should be the exception rather than the rule. Uniformity is only good if the uniform you 
choose is the best one available and you do not have to settle for the worn-out hand-me-down or the one that just 
does not fit. Who makes the judgement that a commonwealth idea about the way to do things is better than one 
that might already have been adopted by one of the states? A prime and current example of this is the 
independent public school system, which was introduced very successfully into the Western Australia school 
system in 2009 and is now flourishing across the state. It is being mirrored in a number of states across Australia 
and is also being considered at a federal level. This is proof that the states can sometimes do things better than 
the commonwealth.  

It is true that the image of federalism that our founding fathers had is very different from the arrangements we 
have in place today. Many changes have been brought about, most of them largely due to the High Court of 
Australia making decisions in which it has consistently ruled in favour of the commonwealth over the states, 
thereby diminishing the sovereignty of the states. So today we find ourselves in a situation, in particular with 
reference to our monetary arrangements, in which Australia has the worst case of vertical fiscal imbalance of any 
OECD country. It comes as no surprise that decentralised federations in other parts of the world like Germany, 
Canada, the United States of America and Switzerland have much stronger performing member economies than 
the single one-size-fits-all economies of France, New Zealand and Great Britain. The member governments in 
the decentralised federations all have the ability to raise their own revenue, largely through an arrangement of 
joint federal and state income taxes. Some political commentators and academics in Australia have been saying 
that it is perhaps time we looked at a similar scheme in Australia. Remember, the handing over of income tax 
arrangements from the states to the commonwealth was meant to be only a temporary measure during the Second 
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World War. Today Australian states have no real capacity to raise revenue, but they have to ensure that they 
spend large dollar amounts on delivering services such as education and health, which quite properly are within 
their domain. While the commonwealth delivers none of these services yet raises all the revenue, it does not 
seem to be the right way around. With an ever-diminishing share of GST revenue being returned to Western 
Australia, it makes it even harder for us to be a willing participant in a Federation that seems so unevenly 
balanced.  

It has for some time been the opinion of politicians and academics alike that the Federation is a little bit broken 
and could do with some fixing. The problem is that no-one can agree on exactly how it needs to be fixed and it 
all seems too hard. The most recent attempt at genuine reform was undertaken by the Senate Select Committee 
on the Reform of the Australian Federation, which conducted extensive consultation and held hearings Australia-
wide over a 12-month period, from June 2010 until it tabled its report in June 2011. The committee also makes 
some constructive recommendations on strengthening the mechanisms of the Council of Australian Governments 
to ensure that it becomes a more useful and transparent forum for the benefit of the member states. 
Unfortunately, the current federal government’s response to the report is cool, to say the least, and the only issue 
it seems to want to pursue is the constitutional recognition of local government, which is the slippery slope to the 
abolition of state governments and to be avoided at all costs. 

It is apparent through recent moves federally in education via the Gonski report and in the National Disability 
Insurance Scheme, the mining resources rent tax and the reluctance to amend the way the GST revenue is shared 
that the current federal government expects the states to do all the heavy lifting, but is not prepared to fund these 
schemes adequately, and if it cannot get its own way, it will pursue the path of eventual abolition of the states. 
These are not the actions of a true federation. 
It is incumbent on us as members of this chamber to do everything we can to stand up to centralisation and say 
no to Canberra when it tries to erode the Federation. Our Premier is leading the way by making his feelings 
regarding the MRRT and the GST carve-up loudly known to not only the Prime Minister but also the current 
federal Leader of the Opposition. These state matters are not party political, and for too long now Western 
Australia has suffered at the hands of successive centralist governments. We need to stand together to ensure the 
long-term success of our great state. 

It is my fervent hope that over this next term of government we, as members of this Legislative Council, will be 
able to constructively contribute to the federalist reform agenda in such a way that we will be able to secure the 
Federation for generations to come. 

In closing, I take this opportunity to thank my family, my husband, Reza, and my son, Ali, and also my extended 
family for their constant support of me in my role as a member of Parliament. Without their love and support I 
would not be able to do the work I do. 
I feel extremely honoured and privileged to have been not only re-elected for my second term by the constituents 
of the North Metropolitan Region, but chosen by my leader today to deliver this Address-in-Reply, and I look 
forward with great anticipation, enthusiasm and energy to the next four years and the rewards it will bring for 
this great state of Western Australia. 
Mr President, I move this Address-in-Reply on behalf of the government of Western Australia. 

Debate adjourned on motion by Hon Sue Ellery (Leader of the Opposition).  
House adjourned at 3.43 pm 

__________ 
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